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REVIEWS. 


a valuable addition to the literature of Hygiene, the second was an 
improvement over the first, and the third is better than the second. 
As the author keeps his work abreast of the times, each revision 
causes an increase in size; and it seems probable that before long 
he will have to determine where a cut can be made with least 
injury to the book as a whole. It is the opinion of the reviewer 
that the chapter on Bacteriology could well be spared even now, 
for it is slight and sketchy; it can be of no assistance to those who 
have had an elementary course in the subject, and is not full enough 
for those who have not. Moreover, a work on Hygiene should no 
more include elementary bacteriology than elementary physics, 
chemistry, or mathematics. C. H. 


Modern Surgery: General and Operative. By John Chal¬ 
mers Da Costa, M.D., Professor of Principles of Surgery and 
of Clinical Surgery, Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia; 
Surgeon to the Philadelphia Hospital and to St. Joseph’s Hospital, 
Philadelphia. Fourth edition, rewritten and enlarged, with 707 
illustrations, some of them in colors. Philadelphia, New York 
and London: W. B. Saunders & Co., 1903. 

Although the whole science of medicine is constantly and steadily 
progressing, perhaps the most noted advances are in the realm of 
surgery, where new methods, improved technique, and more modern 
patterns of instruments are ever pressing the old ones into the 
background. For this reason a text-book on surgery very soon 
becomes out of date unless continually revised and rewritten, for, 
though many of the procedures have come to be regarded as standard 
ones, student and practitioner alike will not be satisfied with a work 
containing these only, but demand methods of the day and hour, 
such as the Lorenz treatment and others of a kindred nature. In 
this aspect Da Costa’s Surgery is excellent. This fourth edition 
has continued the many good points of the previous editions, 
but has been entirely rewritten, many procedures now obsolete 
having been dropped and their places taken by modern methods. 
It is not a large work, the general divisions corresponding to the 
generally accepted classification of subjects in all standard works 
on surgery. The discussions, both in regard to Symptomatology 
and Treatment, are brief but clear and concise and well adapted 
to teach what the author wishes. A chapter on Bacteriology precedes 
the surgical matter proper, as the author believes, and justly so, 
that without a clear idea of the causes of infection in its various 
forms the surgeon is but poorly equipped to guard against it. 
Fractures and Dislocations, on account of their great practical 
importance, receive a large amount of space and are treated in a 
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rational manner, while for all but the more common operations on 
the Eye, Nose, Throat, and Ear, in common with most gynecological 
procedures, the reader is referred to special works on these subjects. 
The different operations on the intestines with their many advocates 
are carefully considered and clearly set forth with their various 
advantages and disadvantages, and the chapters devoted to these 
are both interesting and instructive. There are over seven hundred 
illustrations, many of them good half-tones, but, on the other hand, 
there are a number of old cuts which are hardly in keeping with 
a work in every other respect so up to date. The reproductions of 
x-ray photographs, of which there are a number, are excellent. 

G. M. C. 


A Dictionary of Medical Science. Containing a full explana¬ 
tion of the Various Subjects and Terms of Anatomy, Physiology, 
Medical Chemistry, Pharmacy, Pharmacology, Therapeutics, 
Medicine, Hygiene, Dietetics, Pathology, Bacteriology, Surgery, 
Ophthalmology, Otology, Laryngology, Dermatology, Gyne¬ 
cology, Obstetrics, Pediatrics, Medical Jurisprudence, Dentistry, 
Veterinary Science, etc. By Robley Dunglison, M.D., LL.D. 
Twenty-third edition, thoroughly revised, with the Pronuncia¬ 
tion, Accentuation, and Derivation of the Terms. By Thomas 
L. Stedman, A.M., M.D. Philadelphia and New York: Lea 
Brothers & Co., 1903. 

The name of Robley Dunglison stands forth as that of the greatest 
medical lexicographer of the English language. For seventy-five 
years his work has been the standard dictionary used by the English- 
speaking medical world, and now in its twenty-third edition it is a 
pleasure to realize that it remains fully up to the standard of the most 
modern requirements. One thing which is particularly noticeable in 
the work is the great economy of space which its editor has succeeded 
in accomplishing by the elimination of obsolete terms and all matter 
which was not of distinct value in subserving the purpose of the 
dictionary. In the accomplishment of this object nothing has been 
omitted which could prove of any real service to the searcher after 
information, and room has been made to accommodate a wonderful 
line of new subject-matter. Space has also been obtained by 
cutting out the figured pronunciation, which is so often absolutely 
unnecessary. A number of most excellent cuts have been intro¬ 
duced. They have evidently been chosen for their real value, and 
not to catch the eye of a casual peruser of the work. Although the 
type is small, as is always necessary in a work of this nature, never¬ 
theless it is so clear that it is easy to read. The publishers of this 
classical work are to be congratulated in having procured the 



